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The Principal’s Corner
Greetings!
The month of January is moving right along. Have
you noticed the little bit of extra daylight in the
afternoon hours? It feels great! It also feels good
not to have all the ice we did at this same time last
year.
Even though the
daylight is slowly
increasing, there are
still many winter nights
ahead of us. A
wonderful time to
engage in some
evening reading--to
curl up with a good book. Please find included
with this newsletter a “Reading Connection”
section which offers some good ideas about how
families can make this happen.
We have been so fortunate to have had
distinguished consultants such as Bill Ferriter and
Sandi Stanhope work with teacher teams recently.
In the next few weeks, our grade-level teams of
teachers will meet with colleagues across the
district to review literacy units. The Wednesday
afternoon Professional Learning Community
(P..L.C.) teams are engaged in great work. I learn
a lot as I “make the rounds” of such meetings.
Your children’s teachers are engaged in rich
discussions based on the student data they review
and use to form instruction. They work hard to
make sure instruction is diversified for the
divergent academic, physical, emotional, and
social needs of all their students. One Wednesday
afternoon meeting each month is devoted to
professional development related to cultural
competence, as we explore ways to identify and
remove bias and prejudice from our lives and those
of our children. These professional development

sessions are prepared by the district’s Diversity
and Equity Office and facilitated by the teachers
who represent our school on the district Equity
Council. Each month, Ms. Kate Guilmette, our
School Counselor, and I attend meetings as our
school’s Designated Employees to make sure our
school responds as it should to reports of
harassment and bullying.
On a related topic, a total
of 193 discipline
referrals were filed at the
office for the months of
August through
December of 2014, as
compared to 264 filed
for these same months in 2013, a 27% decrease.
We are working steadily and surely to make sure
our expectations of safety, respect, and
responsibility are clear to and consistent for all
students in all settings. Thank you for your
support of our high behavioral expectations,
because adherence to them creates the learning
environment we want and need for all our students.
Please plan to join us for breakfast next Friday
morning (that’s January 30th at 8:00 a.m. in the
cafeteria.) We will hold a short meeting (called
our Annual Title I Meeting) to review our school’s
Home/School Compact and Parent Involvement
Policy. Your input is valued and appreciated on
these and all topics pertaining to our school
community.
Thanks for all you are doing—and will do—to
make our school community one of safety, respect,
and responsibility for all who come through our
doors.

Calendar of Events

News from Around the School

1/24: Open Gym (10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.) -- Gym
1/30: Community Connection Gathering/Annual
Title I Meeting (8:00-9:00 a.m.) -- Cafeteria
1/31: Open Gym (10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.) -- Gym
2/6: Family Fun Night (6:00-8:00 p.m.) -- Gym
2/7: Open Gym (10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.) -- Gym
2/9: P.T.O. Meeting/Dinner (5:30-7:00 p.m.)
2/12: School Performance of “The Hobbit”
-- Hunt School
2/13: Evening Performance of “The Hobbit”
(7:00 p.m.) -- Hunt School
2/14: Open Gym (10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.) -- Gym

Have you seen the
wonderful work displayed
on the walls of our school
recently? If not, come
check it out. You’ll see
personal narratives, our
dreams (based on those of Dr. Martin Luther
King’s famous speech), writing based on the
theme, “Everybody Belongs,” and artistic
displays demonstrating symmetry and actual
and implied texture.
Students in Mrs. Nicole Bahrenburg’s and Mrs.
Kelly Mancuso’s Grade 3 classes recently
studied and wrote about animals. They read
their reports to several parents and guardians
who recently visited these classes for their
presentations.

2/14: Evening Performance of “The Hobbit
(7:00 p.m.) -- Hunt School
2/20: 2nd Trimester Report Cards Distributed

Family Fun Night-Valentine's
Day Dance

2/23 – 3/3: Winter Vacation
3/4: School Resumes After Winter Vacation
3/9: P.T.O. Meeting/Dinner (5:30-7:00 p.m.)
3/11: Math Night (6:30-7:30 p.m.)
3/19: Science Fair (6:30-7:30 p.m.)
3/26-3/27: Parent/Teacher Conferences

Friday: February 6th
Time: 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Entry fee: $3 adults, $2
child, $8 max family
- food and drinks for sale ranging from $.50-$1
(lemonade, pizza, popcorn, and popsicles)
-Bake sale - donations only
-face painting, arts and crafts and temporary
tattoos
-dancing (of course)

4/13: P.T.O. Meeting/Dinner (5:30-7:00 p.m.)
4/20 – 4/24: Spring Vacation
5/11: P.T.O. Meeting/Dinner (5:30-7:00 p.m.)
5/25: Memorial Day Holiday
6/4: Appreciation Assembly (8:30 a.m.)
6/5: Field Day
6/5: End of School Picnic (5:00-7:00 p.m.)
6/12: Farewell Assembly (8:30 a.m.)
6/12: Last Day of School for Students
(11:30 a.m. dismissal)
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