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The Principal’s Corner

Wreath Fundraiser

Greetings!

Once again this year we
are selling wreaths as a
PTO fundraiser. Mark’s
Vermont Christmas
Wreath Company has
generously provided this
opportunity for our
school. The fundraiser
will run from Friday,
October 31st until
Tuesday, November 18th.
If you would like to buy a
beautiful holiday wreath or garland, please contact
Sue Chayer via email (suechayer98@gmail.com) or
phone (802-363-3451).

Our annual Book Fair was held this week and was—as
always—a great success. Many thanks to Mrs. Jennifer
L’Ecuyer and the many other parent volunteers for their
successful coordination of this effort through our
wonderful P.T.O. group. Students left the fair with some
great fall and winter reading, and the school and
classroom libraries also earned some much-needed
revenue, too. Speaking of the P.T.O., the monthly
meeting of it will be held on Monday evening from 5:307:00 p.m. in the library. We hope you will be able to
join us for it.
Our Grade 5 teachers, Mrs. Carol McHugh and Mr. Dale
Pecor, and their students will be sponsoring the annual
Veterans’ Day Assembly for our school community.
The assembly will be held on Veterans’ Day, which is
November 11th, at 8:30 a.m. in the gym. We hope you
will be able to join us for this gathering for all who have
served our country. Please feel free to invite on our
behalf any veterans whom you may know.
Our neighborhood churches are hosting a delicious hot
dinner on Thanksgiving Day to anyone who lives in the
area. Each hot, cooked dinner consists of turkey,
stuffing, vegetables, cranberries, potatoes, dessert, and a
roll. There are two ways to enjoy this delicious meal:
you may go to the North Avenue Alliance Church at 901
North Avenue on Thanksgiving Day between the hours
of 12:00 and 2:00 p.m.,
and it will be served to you.
However, if you prefer that the meals be delivered to
your home between 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. on
Thanksgiving Day, please call St. Mark’s Church at 8647686 or 862-3616, or me at the school at 864-8479, and
let us know you many meals you are requesting, as well
as your address and telephone number.

Calendar of Events
11/10: P.T.O. Meeting/Dinner
(5:30-7:00 p.m.) -- Library
11/11: Veterans’ Day Assembly (8:30 a.m.)
-- Gym. Please join us!
11/14: 1st Trimester Marking Period Closes
11/21: Community Connection
(8:00-9:00 a.m.) Cafeteria and Lobby.
Come join us for breakfast!
11/21: 1st Trimester Report Cards Distributed to
Students
11/26 – 11/28: Thanksgiving Holiday

We hope you and other community members will be able
to join us for breakfast on Friday, November 21st at 8:00
a.m. (It’s free of charge!) It’s also a way of keeping our
school connected to our families and the community as a
whole.
Thank you for all you are doing—and will do—to make
our school community one of safety, respect, and
responsibility for all who come through our doors.

11/27: Thanksgiving Day Meals at North
Avenue Alliance Church. Home deliveries
available, too.
12/8: Student Extravaganza Sale
(Sponsored by the P.T.O.)

News from Around the School
Students in Mrs. Christine
Tetrault’s Kindergarten class are
enjoying reading their big books
with each other. They listen for
rhyming words and count the
number of syllables in words, as
well. Students in this class (and also Mrs. Lynn
Slack’s class) meet in small groups to learn all they
can about letters, sounds, their names, building
sentences, writing words, and building on the
concepts learned during classroom literacy time.
Mrs. Judy Carpenter and Mrs. Patty Kissell and their
Grade 2 students visited our community friends at
the Heineberg Senior Center recently. They will
visit again later this month to connect with them and
let them know what they are learning in school.
They enjoy their visits to the H.S.C. very much!
Ms. Kim Brockway’s Grade 4 students had a good
time reading to the Grade 1 students in Ms. Kerrin
Flanagan’s class recently.
Students in Mrs. Carol McHugh’s and Mr. Dale
Pecor’s Grade 5 classes are participating in the
StarBase Program through the Vermont Air National
Guard, if they did not do so last year. They are also
busily preparing our annual Veterans’ Day
Assembly, which will be held next week. This
assembly blends knowledge of what this national
holiday is about with a tribute to all who have served
our country. We hope you will be able to join us for
it. (Please refer to the Calendar of Events for more
information.)

Attention All Smith Families
Our Kids Only,
Shopping Extravaganza
is Mon, Dec 8th.
We need donated items
ASAP! Please bring
your donations to the
office. Items will be accepted for the sale until
Friday, Dec 5th. We also need volunteers for the
event on Dec 8th. Please see the sign-up sheet in the
office or contact one of us.
Nadeen St-Pierre 860-5126
Karen Ruben 315-369-8966
Thanks so much for your help!!

From the School Nurse
Greetings,
There have been an unusual
number of sick children here
at the C.P. Smith community
over this past
month. Typically, February
is the busy month but this
year has been different.
I would like to start with a reminder that children
with fever should stay home until they have been
fever free for 24 hours - without the use of
Tylenol or Advil.
Children with a simple cold, with runny nose and
light congestion, are welcome to come to school.
Students with diarrhea, vomiting or with non-stop
cough should rest at home. Scientific studies show
that increased sleep at the onset of illness reduces the
severity of the illness.
We all understand that for many parents, a sick child
means a day off of work and that this is challenging
for families. But if we look at his through a different
lens, would you want your child exposed to a sick
child and thus end up with time away from
school? Or to have the child's teacher out with
illness because a sick child didn't stay at home?
If students are out a lot and appear on the truancy
list, it's smart to have a written note from the MD
indicating that the child was seen at the office and
the doctor required the absence from school. If the
doctor's note simply indicates that the child was seen
at the office, it will not support the absence as
medically excused.
We want all our students to be in school every
day. Let's help them get enough sleep at home (8 10 hours), activity throughout the day (limited screen
time), lots of plain water and good food--like we
offer in our cafeteria.
On another note, if families are finding it hard to
make it through a weekend, we have a Full Bag
Pantry here at school and we can help you out with a
variety of food for you. Please simply call.
Be well!

News from the Guidance Office

Student Council is Back

The Bullying Prevention
Unit is underway! Over
the summer all
Burlington Elementary
School Counselors
received a curriculum to
use district-wide. It is a
research based program
from the Committee for
Children’s Second Step
programming. Bullying has always been a part of the
guidance program but this year is the first year we
will all be using the same program. Our hope is that
when students receive the same education there will
be less incidents of bullying as they progress in their
school career in Burlington. The lessons are designed
for each grade level to be developmentally
appropriate. The program focuses on three R’s,
Recognizing bullying behavior, Reporting to a
trusted adult and Refusing bullying behavior.

We are bringing back C.P.Smith
School Student Council! Mr. Pecor
and Mrs. Guilmette will facilitate
student council activities for the
2014-2015 school year. Being a
student council representative will
give student role models the chance
to practice their leadership skills
and strengthen self-esteem. Student
council reps are expected to exemplify our school
rules of being safe, respectful and responsible.
Starting the week of November 10th Mrs. Guilmette
will be talking with classes about student council and
what students will need to do to try out. All students
will be expected to make a poster and answer the
question: what can I do to help my school and local
community? Permission slips are due to Mrs.
Guilmette by Friday, November 14th. Students will
present their poster and answer to the big question
during guidance class the week of November 17th. All
eligible student names will be put into a drawing to be
selected on Tuesday, November 25

Being able to recognize bullying behavior is crucial
in preventing and stopping it. Bullying by definition
has the following three elements: the behavior is
meant to be hurtful (“on purpose”), it is repeated (“it
keeps happening”) and is one-sided (the target is
unable to stop it without help). If you would like to
have further conversations at home there are
resources for families to use at home in order to
reinforce your child’s knowledge and competence in
preventing bullying. Please contact me and we can
work together to get you linked up with the program
home links.

Holiday Sign Ups
The Salvation Army in
Burlington is going to be
starting their Holiday sign
ups on November 3rd, and it
will run Monday through
Fridays 9-12. The following
are needed for families to
qualify (The Salvation Army can be reached at 8646991. Ask for Marty.)

o Social Security cards for all members of the
household/family
o Proof of all income including food stamps
o Proof of address (like a piece of mail)

Shrek the Musical at BHS
Ogres! The 3 Bears! Dancing Rats! The Dragon!
Lord Farquaard! Princess Fiona! All will come
alive right here in Burlington on November 20, 21 &
22nd.
With a cast of over 60 BHS students singing and
dancing on stage, the whole family will enjoy the
26th annual BHS Musical. There is a special
Children’s Matinee on Saturday, November 22nd at
1:00 pm and audience members can meet the cast in
costume following the performance!
Tickets for general seating are on sale prior to the
show. Prices are $8.00 for students and $12.00 for
adults. Please contact Lynn Bessette at
lynn.bessette@uvm.org or Jessica Lane at
Jessica@smithlane.org or any cast member to
purchase tickets prior to November 19th.
Tickets can also be purchased at the door prior to
each performance.
Shrek the Musical, BHS Auditorium.
Thursday Nov. 20th, Opening Night curtain at 7:00
p.m.
Friday Nov. 21st, curtain at 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, Nov 22nd, SPECIAL CHILDREN’S
MATINEE, curtain at 1:00 p.m.
Saturday, Nov 22nd, FINAL PERFORMANCE,
curtain at 7:00 p.m.

